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Litigators have ethical responsibilities both to zealously advocate for
their clients but also to act civilly and professionally in their interactions
with opposing counsel. These responsibilities can sometimes clash, if
litigators conflate zealous advocacy with aggressive and uncivil
behavior. This presentation focuses on the ethical rules implicated by
this balance, and the ways in which litigators can be zealous advocates
and civil in their litigation strategies, with views from attorneys who
practice this way, as well as a judge who has experience adjudicating
the disputes that can arise.

Topics

* Discussion on civility and professionalism per Rule 2.72

* Balancing civility and zealous advocacy in initial interactions with
opposing counsel

e Balancing civility and zealous advocacy in discovery disputes and
collaborative efforts

e View from the bench on disputes over counsel conduct

Register online: www.sfbar.org/calendar

Monday
May 18, 2026

MCLE Registration: 11:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Virtual Program: 12:00 - 1:15 p.m.

MCLE: 1 Hour

To receive MCLE credit, you must sign in during the
designated MCLE registration period. This activity is
approved for Minimum Continuing Legal Education credit
by the State Bar of California.

BASF is a certified provider. Provider #103

Pre—registration is required.

Location

Virtual
Zoom link will be provided prior to the program.

Cost

Free for BASF Members
$50 for Non-Members
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Webcast Recording will be available. Register
separately on our online platform.

Special Requests:

People with disabilities should contact BASF
regarding reasonable accommodations at
events@sfbar.org.

All are welcome, varying rates apply based on
membership status.

Event Code: G267022E



